[Thrombectomy of subacute pulmonary thromboembolism under extracorporeal circulation: report of a case].
A 63-year-old man was admitted to a hospital for sudden loss of consciousness. Chest computed tomography (CT) revealed massive pulmonary thromboembolism. Heparin sodium and urokinase were administered, but were not effective. He was then referred to our hospital. His oxygen saturation was 88% in room air. Due to presence of severe hypoxemia and ineffectiveness of the antithrombotic therapy, thrombectomy was done under extracorporeal circulation. Postoperative course was uneventful, and he was discharged on the 24 th postoperative day. Oxygen saturation on discharge was 98% in room air. In conclusion, thrombectomy of subacute pulmonary thromboembolism was performed successfully under extracorporeal circulation.